


On Nov. 25 , 1963, Harry 1. Power registered at the Terre 
Haute House hotel, 7th & li abash la Terre Haute, Indiana., He 
gave his address as 127 Bo University Ave., San Antonlo a Tex. 

He was given Boca 705. end paid §5,00 for one night (12). H© 
carried no luggage, but had something with him wrapped In news- 
pa P« r { i H ) . 

Also on Nov, 25. Power bought a ticket to St, Louis at 
the Terre Haute bus terminal ( 1-4) . This probably occurred after 
he registered at the Terra Haute House, since ha made a phono 
call to the bus terminal from the hotel ( 13 )° H'han it was as- 
nounced , at 5*^5 Hi, that the St. Louis bus was ready to Leave, 
Power got up and. ran out of the bus terminal and down the alloy 
(14). 

On Nov. 26, Power aad® a phone call from the hotel to Baft 0 3 
Gun Shop In Terre Haute (13)° Ho offered to sell a rifle, ©nd 
when he couldn* t get the price he thought it was worth, he un- 
successfully tried to purchase amm unition for it (14) . Shortly 
after noon on Nov. 26. Power checked out of the hotel without 
hia package (4). Before doing this, he nay have tried, unsuc- 
cessfully, to buy ammunition at the American Sports Building 
in Terre Hants (14)„ 

After Power checked out, a maid entered Rosa ?G5 and found 
a 7.65 MM Goman Mauser rifle torn apart lying across the arms 
of a caalr. Sh© reported this to the management , and the Terr© 
Haute Police Department was called. Chief of Detectives John 
O’Leary assigned Detectives 3choff stall and Eaton to Investi- 
gate. They wont to the hotel , and talked to Mr. Van Allen* the 
hotel manager. They also had the room cheeked for fingerprints 
(14). The rifle had bssn ralped eleam of prints before it ms 
discarded (3), and no othor prints wore found (l4) c Th© rifle 9 © 
serial number was found to be 08686 (14). 

The detectives obtained th© following description of Powers 
fair complected, stocky build, candy or light brown hair combed 
straight back, 22-23 years old, $ 9 6 a tall, white sal©, neatly 
dressed In a dark blue suit. The P.3.I. uas notified, and Special 
Agent Aon Phelps saa assigned to investigate, Tha detectives 
also checked out Power’s calls to the bus terminal and Poff’e 
Gun Shop (14). 

At 3s 00 £25, Nov. 27, tha detective© ©eat a radio mosses© 
to the San Antonio Police Departa©mt, asking for a “character 
and wanted check** on Power. Ho ag© or description was given* 

At 10 s 34 FM, Nov. 28, a negative reply was received from the 
San Antonio Police Department (5)® 

On Mov. 29, th© detectives sent a latter to the Chief of 
Police In San Antonio, asking for a complete character check on 
Power. Sis description was glvon, and his San Antonio address 
was repeated. In San Antonio, the letter was stamped to Indicate 
that police files showed nothing on Power (6). 

On Doc. 7 , no reply caving boon received to the datoofcivoa* 
letter. Captain sugena T. Butts of fch© Tarro Haute Detective 
Bureau wrote to an old acquaintance of his. Inspector Sail E. 
Peters of the Han Antonio Police Departaamt, asking for more In- 
formation on Power (?). 




In hln letter. Captain Butts explained tnat Power left 
"a high cohered rifle the cal. that aaa used to shoot Pres I - 
Xermedy w' th.® Butts also mentioned t “He also wish to check 
this gay out as wo have also had a local official theatened 
(sic) and ho say ba involved ©s the rifle was found on the 
so vent, h floor of a hotel aooroaa (slo) the etros (slo) fro© 
the Do aocafca (sic) and Ho publican headquarters this city ., 0 
(?) while it la not clear frees the latter t?hea this threat 
against a local official was mads, a.. political rally Has hold 
in the vicinity of th® Terr© Haute House the night Poser stayed 
there (IS). Assuming the threat was ssdo that night, it is la- 
ter© sting to note that on the morning of Nov. 26 0 security ms 
Increased on Matthew S. Welsh » Governor of Indiana. These Era- 
sures Included the assigning of a State Police sergeant In 
plain clothes to accompany the Governor,, the stationing of a 
State Policeman 2 hour s-a-day at the governor # s mansion,, and 
the locking of a second door to the governor’s office ( 1 ). la 
addition, the governor’s State Policeman chauffeur ms oMorcd. 
to stick olosor to tho Governor than over before (2). 

On Dec. 10, Inspector Peters wrote to Captain Butts, at- 
taching to his letter th® report of San Antonio Detective T. T. 
Fanlay, who investigated Power In San Antonio (9K Fanley had 
bean assigned to the ease on Deo. 9» and feed conducted his In- 
quiry on Dec. 9-iG. Ee found teat 12? University Avo.„ Sam An- 
tonio, was occupied by firs. H. Gaablin, who said sho had 
lived at that address for 50 years, did not rent to cnyono , erd 
did not know Power. Fenloy nest called Worth Seenan, Director 
of Records of the Texas Public Safety Department. Seesan report- 
ed that power had triad to obtain a Texas driver’s license in 
July 1962 but had failed the toot and not tried again. Season 
said Power was 5°10 3 tall, weighed 180 Xbs . 0 ms bora on April 
5. 19^3. had a valid Iowa driver’s license, uas a painter by 
trade, and worked at Acso Keen Co O0 1301 B. HI l&cr brand, San 
Antonio. Fanley learned from tho credit bureau that Poser gave 
108 Uni varsity aa his address and had many bad debts on his 
record ( 8 ). 

Fenley next talked to Don MoMay, owner of the Acne Moon 
Co, McKay said Power left the company on Sept. 12. 1962, and 
was a a smart aleck type person and a trouble maker 8 * and left 
town owing a lot of bills. ELoiiay said one of his former em- 
ployees, Hoger Breech, had told him Porsr carried a membership 
card In the louag Coaaunlst League. McHay said ha last heard 
from Power when he wrote for Ms W2 foraa from s Gcn. Del. Taft- 
berry. Manila W.Va.° ( 8 ) (Manila la a town, population 100. In 
Soon© County o W.Va. ) 

Fenley ©ailed F.B.I. S.A..G. J. Hyer Cole, and gave him the 
Information on Power 0 and Cole said he®& have Special Agent 
Mark Childs get la touch altb Fenley (8). 

On Deo. 10, Penloy talked to firs. H. J. floor® , of Apt. 2, 
108 University, she said no one naaed Power had lived there 
In tne nine months she feed lived there. Fealoy nest talked to 
Roger Breach at his place of employment, Hollins Outdoor Adver- 
tising Co., 2323 Broadway, San Antonio. Drosch said “Power was 







a odd sort of person* That ha had a Harped out look on life. 

That he felt the wox id. owed hisa a lining and teat there mas 
nothing wrong with Communist 0 3 . Ho spoko fre® about Comni'tini s til 
about our type of Govomaont. Ho dent (sic) rssesbsr Power 
aayin^ anything about doing any ham to any Offioal (slo)» fUc 
out look was to go back to y„ Va and toko his rifle and go into 
the hills and stay there for tee rest of his life* HS UA3 A TOP 
«Ai«SJiAH going to the rifle rang® at least 2 or 3 tines a week. 
The only other person that h© knows he ran with is a boy naaad 
Ciiai lie aiid that Charlie is Big and Pat and works for a garage 
soiae where around Five Points. The card that he carried was 
croam colored with dark blue or black letters * 83 ( 8 ) 

Per. lay talked , finally, to Jack Cole, owner of tee apart- 
aent house at 108 University. Saa Antonio. Col© said he didn't; 
know much about Power, except “that he was asrried to a woman 
In the Air Pore© and that he was an Eh Array aaa and that they 
seemed to have a lot of family trouble and that Us moved out 
around Sept, of lest year and ho has not heard froa him since . 0 
(8) Penley 6 s report m 3 than attached to Inspector Peters® let- 
ter to Captain Butts of the Terr© Haut© Police Department ( 9 ). 

©n Apr. 7, 1964. Detectives Schof f o tall and Eaton wrote 
their 0 offense report, n and it was signed by Chief of Detectives 
0 • Leary (14). On Apr. 9« 1964,, Chief of Police Prank Biddle of 
the Terra Bauts Police DegartEseat wrote to Sari Darren. He wrote 3 

Enclosed find oaso records frea ay department concerning 
an indident in our city which nay interest your Cocuals- 
sion regarding Investigation of the assassination of 
President Kennedy and/or attempt on tea Ufa of General 
walker. 

lou will not© by the reports that there is a rifl© In- 
volved In this investigation. This tsapon is in the 3500 = 
session of the Terr© Haute Polices Department at this 
time and ia available to your Commission at any time. 

diddle attached to this letter copies of all pertinent reports, 
documents, and correspondence ( 15 ) » 

Noman Bedllch 0 of the Harran Ccasission staff, received 
Biddle 9 3 letter, and passed It on to Howard P. Wi liens and J. 

Bank In with the notes °I-ly rocesiaandatloa is teat we tteknoa— 
ledge and take no further action. If boBth of you agree, please 
return and I°ll writ® the latter." ( 16 ) The following letter, 
dated April 24, 1964, end signed by Hankla, was sent to Riddles 

Chief Justice Barren has asked a© to reply to your letter 
of April©, 1964 (sio), grhieh®s 3 accompanied by records 
froa your department concerning an incident involving a 
rifle ocourring shortly sifter tho assassination of Pros- 
idont Kennedy. 

Wa do not feel that tear© Is any need for tee Commission 
to exaaiaa this rifl® at this tins, but wo than k you for 
your cooperation la calling this natter to our attention. ( 17 ) 
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